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The Centenarian 
From the Pastor’s Desk 
Dear Centenary UMC, 

2 Corinthians 5:16-18:  “So, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we 

once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre-

ation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation”  

During the month of June, the church universal celebrates Pentecost.  The Birthday of the Church. 

This is a very significant holiday – “holy” day for the Church. The Gift of the Holy Spirit was given to 

each believer, and therefore to be the life and breath of the church.  

I recently read in one of my books, Holy Humor by Cal and Rosa Samara, the following story: “A travel-

ing evangelist always put on a grand finale at his revival meetings. When he was to preach at a 

church, he would secretly hire a small boy to sit in the ceiling rafters with a dove in a cage. Toward the 

end of his sermon, the preacher would shout for the Holy Spirit to come down, and the boy in the 

rafters would dutifully release the dove. At one revival meeting, however, nothing happened when 

the preacher called for the Holy Spirit to descend. He again raised his arms and exclaimed: ‘Come 

down, Holy Spirit!’ Still no sign of the dove. The preacher then heard the anxious voice of the small 

boy call down from the rafters: ‘Sir, a yellow cat just ate the Holy Spirit. Shall I throw down the yellow 

cat?’”  

This is a cute story – but it made me question – do we at Centenary UMC take seriously the Biblical 

mandate that we are each gifted with the Holy Spirit, and that each and every aspect of our disciple-

ship, both individual as well as communal, should be fueled because the Holy Spirit is our guide.  

We must believe that we are not only gifted but empowered by the Holy Spirit to be in mission and 

ministry for Jesus Christ.  

What does it mean to be gifted with the Holy Spirit?  

Colossians 1:11 states: “May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for 

all endurance and patience with joy.” If you live, love, and breathe the gift of the Holy Spirit you will 

experience joy in both the ordinary and the challenge – but your worship, mission, and ministry will 

be bound in joy. If the church is gifted with the Holy Spirit, it will experience empowerment to have 

visions and live them out. John 16:13a states: “The Spirit of truth will guide you into all truth.”  

Romans 8:14 “As many as are led by Spirit of God are sons of God.” Because we are a community of 

Believers – we are unified because we are bound by the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 13:14 states: “The 

communion of the Holy Ghost be with you all”  

Just as children who want to ignore their parents, we as a church, should know that we can choose to 

ignore the spirit, but not without consequences: Isaiah 63:10 states: “They rebelled and vexed 

(grieved) His Holy Spirit therefore fought against them.”  
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One of the most empowering gifts of the Holy Spirit is that it 

gives us freedom to be who God calls all to be.  

2 Timothy 1:7 states: “God hath (given) us the Spirit of power, of 

love and of a sound mind.” I believe that as a church, we must 

truly love and accept the gift of the Holy Spirit and cast our 

hearts and our souls there. We must believe that the Holy Spirit 

keeps us alive, being created anew each day, in God’s grace and 

understand how incredible that is.  

I hear people concerned about the state of the church – well, the 

state of the church is the attitude and projection of the people.  

When there is the united, common belief that Centenary UMC is 

a vibrant, vital congregation for Christ – who wants to build rela-

tionships, reach outside their walls in mission and ministry, be-

lieves in hospitality, worship, study, prayer, and knows that the 

Holy Spirit is here in this place – then that is when the church is 

truly as it should be.  

It is my prayer that the Passion of Pentecost and the Holy Spirit 

will revive and renew this congregation every Sunday. And, that 

our joy will be felt in our worship, mission, and ministry.  

Please know that one of our greatest ministries will occur the 

third week of July – our Vacation Bible School. Please be in pray-

er for the children and UMAR residents which will attend, the 

cast of volunteers, and how the gift of the Holy Spirit will be evi-

denced in that week and in the lives of the church and communi-

ty. 

If you can volunteer, please do and receive a true blessing. If you 

are unable to volunteer, please be a prayer warrior. As children of 

God, pray always and every day in the Spirit.  

Please look through the body of the Centenarian for important 

events for missions, ministry, and fellowship. 

I will be away from the office from June 14-23 for some days of 

vacation as well as Western North Carolina Annual Conference 

from the 19-23.  Rev. Charles Penley will be your preacher for 

those Sundays.  Please welcome him back to our church family. 

Please know that my door is always open.  

Shalom,  

Kelley 

From the Pastor’s Desk, cont. 

  

United Methodist Women 

Debra Schlueter would like to thank all UMW members for their 

dedication and hard work this year. “We have had several success-

ful projects and a lot of fun. We’re looking forward to returning in 

September and would love for more ladies to join us.” 

Centenary United Methodist Women have two Fellowships: 

Stanley Fellowship—meets the 2nd Monday of each month (Sept-

May) at 6:30 PM in the church Parlor. 

Daiber-Pruitt-Albright Fellowship meets the 3rd Monday of each 

month (Sept-May) at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 

Any questions? Call Debra at 336-707-4213 or email 

aikdeb30@gmail.com. 

 

United Methodist Men 

The Centenary United Methodist Men will be hosting a Pinto Bean 

Luncheon on Thursday, June 13 in the Fellowship Hall from 12:00-

1:30 PM. Chef Howard Fulcher will prepare the meal. Program mu-

sic by Paul Jones. The congregation is invited to attend. A $5.00 

donation for lunch would be appreciated. Questions? Contact 

Charlie Frye at 336-292-5485. 

Vacation Bible School 
July 21-24, 2019 

5:45-8:00 PM, includes dinner 

Registration coming soon! 

Volunteers needed—see Rev. Groce 



  

 

A SUCCESSFUL Mother’s Day Plant Sale! 

The 29th Annual Mother’s Day Plant Sale was a HUGE success! We sold 
$10,060.00 in plants, and 35-40% of that sum will be given to Habitat for 
Humanity to provide housing for those in need in Greensboro. 

We connected with our community, welcomed  back  year-to-year regu-
lars, and met new customers. It was a visual reminder that we love and are 
loved without exception. 

Many thanks to all our volunteers from Habitat, Volunteer Greensboro, 
Alex Hurin and the Boy Scouts,  and our Centenary family!  We are a 
stronger witness for Christ when we work together as one. 

In His Service, 

Abbie Samuel and Caryn Hull 

Celebration of Pentecost Birthday Luncheon  

On Sunday, June 9, Centenary will have one worship service at 11:00 AM followed by 

a Birthday Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall. The meat, mac ‘n cheese, drinks, and 

dessert will be provided. Please bring a side-dish to share. Sit at your birthday 

month table and enjoy the fellowship of those that share your birthday. 

An Ad Council Meeting will be held immediately following the Luncheon. 



June 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  

Communion 
Sunday 

VBS Planning 
Mtg after 
worship 

3  

Missions 
Study 6:30 

4 5  

Choir 6:30 PM 

Handbells 7:35 
PM 

6 7 8 Community 

Breakfast/
Clothes Closet 
8-10 AM 

Sole 2 Soul   
10 AM-12 PM 

9  Pentecost 

& Graduate 
Sunday 

Birthday 
Luncheon @ 12 

Ad Council Mtg 
following lunch 

10 

 

 

 

Missions 
Study 6:30 

11 12 

Choir 6:30 PM 

13  

UMM Pinto 
Bean Luncheon 
12 PM 

14 15 

16 Rev. 

Charles Penley 
preaching 

17 18 19 

Choir 6:30 PM 

20 21 22 

23 Rev. 

Charles Penley 
preaching 

24 25 26   Kelley @ 

Friends Home 
West & Guil-
ford College 

Choir 6:30 PM 

27  

Lyft Luncheon 
12:00 

28 29 

30       

Kelley at Western North Carolina Annual Conference June 19-23 

Kelley at Spiritual Leadership Class  



July 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7  

Communion 
Sunday 

8 9 10 11 12 13 Community 

Breakfast/
Clothes Closet    
8-10 AM 

14 15 16 17  Kelley @ 

Friends Home 
West & Guil-
ford College 

18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28  Rev. 

Charles Penley 
preaching 

29 30 31    

 

Vacation Bible School 

5:45—8:00 PM July 21-24 

Dinner Provided 

Office Closed 

VBS Set-Up 

Time TBD 

Fellowship Hall CLOSED for CLEANING 

July 1-5 



Our Posts! 

June Birthdays 
2nd Adam Sensel 
3rd Lindy Hutchison 
4th Lauren Skenes 
5th Jean Brincefield and Suzy Swindell 
8th Phoebe Swing 
10th Becky Bettini 
11th Jeff Singleton 
12th Amy Creamer, Jon Clark and Betty Pleasants 
16th Duilla Harkins 
17th Andreas Daiber and Judy Milligan 
20th Larry Swindell 
23rd Kelley Groce and Gina Kinard 
24th Skip Williams and Lenora Reece 
25th Brent Davis 
27th Jean Farabee 
28th Diane Stanley 
29th Aaron Snider 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July  Birthdays 
 
1st Paul Jones and Addison Snider 
2nd Caroline Phillips 
3rd Bruce Harkins 
4th Mark Snider 
5th Steven Hennings and Noel VonGlahn 
8th Mary VonGlahn 
9th Hazel Perritt and R. David Blackman 
10th Sara Jones and Emily Lawing 
11th Rives Deuterman 
13th Mona Sartin 
14th Jim John 
15th Joann Martin 
16th Leith Singletary 
18th Louise Woods and Juli Hurin 
19th Hermann Daiber 
23rd Barbara Albright and Sonny Robinson 
24th Fran Williams 
25th Joel Phipps and Betty Shephard 
26th Madison Clark 
28th Bonnie Bradham 
29th Brad Cauley 
30th Jane House 
31st Thomas Lile and Douglass Gilbert 

Wishing a Happy Birthday 

to these Centenary Folks! 
Centenary UMC is now on Instagram! If you enjoy following 

friends and family on Instagram, be sure to start following and 

liking @CentenaryUMCGreensboro.  

You can also “Like,” follow, and share our posts on Facebook.  

Find us @Worship.at.Centenary or search for Centenary United 

Methodist Church of Greensboro. 

Social media is a great way to get the word out about what’s hap-

pening at Centenary. From our Mission & Outreach programs to 

Sunday morning worship and Sunday School. Promote upcoming 

events in your personal feed and hashtag or include Centenary in 

your posts! 

If all of this “sounds Greek to me,” but you’d like to learn more 

about how you can help promote Centenary through social me-

dia, contact Lisa Bunch in the church office 336-299-9643 to set-

up a quick tutorial. 

Calling All Readers!  

The Centenary UMC Starlight Book Club meets August 

through May.  Anyone and everyone is welcome.  We generally 

meet the third Thursday evening of the month, at 6:30 PM at 

Lucky 32.  

 In the Month of August, we will meet the 4th Thursday, Au-

gust 22.  We will be reading a true story, Educated: A Memoir 

by Tara Westover. 

Educated is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is a 

tale of fierce family loyalty and of the grief that comes with sev-

ering the closest of ties. With the acute insight that distinguishes 

all great writers, Westover has crafted a universal coming-of-age 

story that gets to the heart of what an education is and what it 

offers: the perspective to see one's life through new eyes and the 

will to change it.  

 On Thursday, September 19 we will discuss, Jodi Picoultt’s A 

Spark of Light. 

Jodi Picoult tackles a complicated issue in this gripping and nu-

anced novel. How do we balance the rights of pregnant women 

with the rights of the unborn they carry? What does it mean to 

be a good parent? A Spark of Light will inspire debate, conversa-

tion . . . and, hopefully, understanding. 

Please come enjoy book club! Combining faith, literature, prayer, 

and everyday life. 



  

  

Mission & Outreach Opportunities 

Missions/Outreach Update 
Recently the clothes closet has been blessed with lots of clothing. As we continue to use the clothes closet at the 

Community Breakfast, we now are also looking into working with Pathways. The clothing is interview worthy items 

with several clothes still with tags, which would help the Pathways ladies. 

Another mission that we (the Mission’s Committee) looked into starting was a fund to help Alyson Saunders. Funds 

may be given to Centenary UMC with “Saunders Family Fund” on the memo line. 

As we continue to grow in missions we talked about the church’s great ministry with the Kairos Prison Cookie Minis-

try. With that we are looking into a similar program with the Guilford County Detention Center. 

—Robin Garner, Missions/Outreach Committee Chair 

 Project AGAPE Christmas Boxes for the children of Armenia 

 This year Centenary UMC will partner with United Methodists throughout North Carolina and the Armenia 

Apostolic Christians to provide Christmas Shoe Boxes to the Kashatagh children. More about this project will be 

shared in August and September, but if you’d like to get a head start on creating a Christmas Shoebox, the website 

has a packing list PDF file https://www.wnccumc.org/files/websites/www/2019-New-Packing-List-for-Christmas-

Boxes-for-Armenia.pdf  

 Greensboro Urban Ministry 

 Please continue to support Greensboro Urban Ministry with your donations of non-perishable food items. 

Collection bins are located throughout the church. 
 

 Sole 2 Soul 

On Saturday, June 8 at 10:00 AM, following the Community Breakfast & Clothes Closet, join 

your friends and fellow Centenary members for a couple of hours of being the hands and feet 

of Christ. In the Fellowship Hall there will be Blessing Bags and no-sew blankets to be created, 

while landscaping, cleaning, and painting will be going on inside and outside the church. 
 

 

 Sponsor a Community Breakfast or UMAR Dinner 

 Your financial support of Centenary’s Community Breakfasts and UMAR Dinners is always appreciated.  

 Sponsor a VBS Dinner 

 Dinner will be served to the participating children, UMAR residents, and volunteers at this year’s Yee Haw 

Vacation Bible School in July. Financial support for the four meals is greatly appreciated. 

 Help with Vacation Bible School 

 Share your time and your talents with this year’s Yee Haw Vacation Bible School!  Everything from decorat-

ing and set-up before the children arrive, to teaching, serving dinner, and clean-up on the final day is needed. Con-

tact Rev. Kelley Groce for more information and to volunteer. 

 Clothes for the Clothes Closet 

 Your donation of gently used clothing is a blessing to others. Drop off at the church office during regular 

business hours 8:30-4:30 Monday-Thursday. 

 Create Cloth Bags for the Community Clothes Closet 

 Join Mary Ann Smith’s team making cloth bags for the Clothes Closet. These sturdy bags are a blessing to 

those who come and shop the closet. 

https://www.wnccumc.org/files/websites/www/2019-New-Packing-List-for-Christmas-Boxes-for-Armenia.pdf
https://www.wnccumc.org/files/websites/www/2019-New-Packing-List-for-Christmas-Boxes-for-Armenia.pdf


Gifts for the Budget: April 25-May 29 

In Honor of Ginny Taylor’s 100th Birthday: 
Polly Bowman  
 

In Honor of the Waiters at Celebrate Women Luncheon: 
United Methodist Women  
 

In Memory of Joan Adams: 
Frank & Jean York  
Don & Clara Ellis  
C.E. Foster  
Peggy Harris  
Joann Martin  
Richard Rogers  
Coak & Nancy May 
Daiber/Pruitt/Albright Fellowship 
 

In Memory of Doris Rousseaux: 
Joann Martin 
Coak & Nancy May 
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Our Mission: 
To experience God’s life changing love and take God’s 

love into the world. 
 

Our Vision: 
To be a church where everyone is involved in ministry. 

Sunday Morning Worship @ 

Centenary United Methodist Church 

9:00 AM Modern Worship Service 

10:00 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Traditional Worship Service 
 

Sunday, June 9, 2019  

One Worship Service at 11:00 AM 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to provide the Sunday morning altar flowers in honor, in memory, or in celebration, 

please call the church office at 336-299-9643. The following dates are available: July 14 and 21; August 11, 18, and 

25; September 15 and 29; October 6 and 20; November 3 and 17; and December 8, 15, 22, and 29. Arrangements are  

your choice of $45 or $50. 

mailto:Lisa@CentenaryUMCGreensboro.org
https://www.CentenaryUMCGreensboro.org/

