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The Centenarian 
From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Centenary UMC, 

 1 John 4:20 states, “ If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; 

for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has 

not seen.” 

 This verse has all the elements of Christian faith and belief.  We believe that God is 

love.  We believe that we are called to love our brothers and our sisters, all people whom God 

has created.  We know that we must trust God which is a part of faith and belief.  Seeing is 

not necessarily believing.  God gives us eyes to see the physical world around us, but he more 

importantly gifts us with beliefs, truths, hopes, and faith which will enable us to see through 

the eyes of our heart. 

 Think about the things which you see daily – your home, your family, your friends, 

your co-workers, your church, your neighborhood, your pets, your food, etc.  The list could go 

on and on.  As I drive down Bryan Boulevard daily, I look carefully at the trees which line the 

street.  As the seasons change, so do the trees.  As the seasons of our life changes, so does 

our perspective. As we mature in our beliefs and knowledge of God, Jesus, and the Holy Spir-

it, so our faith, hopefully, deepens. 

 I love how we see something one way and then another person comes along and sees 

the same thing with a totally different perspective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Think about your faith now.  Are you keeping the components of love, hope, for-

giveness, and grace as the lens for your perspective on life?  Do you look at others with love 

and compassion?  Do you treat others with kindness or offer forgiveness?  Do you see your 

neighborhood as God’s all-inclusive neighborhood?  When you come to Centenary UMC – 

what lens do you bring to worship?  Is it a lens of worship, faith, love, and openness, or is it 

one of personal preference, and a heart not focused on God but on building, tradition, and 

song? 

 Back in 2017, our neighbor, Alan Sherouse of First Baptist Church preached a sermon 

entitled, “Giving Up Expectations”. He stated that “If we are to step into the light of Jesus it 

will mean we come to embrace a sense of openness and wonder.  This is the central theme 

for John, whose gospel urges us to open ourselves to reconsider our relationship with God 

and what God is capable of doing. 
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The United Methodist Men invite everyone to attend their Steak and BBQ Chicken 

Dinner on Friday, October 4 at 6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please call the 

church office 336-299-9643 to make a reservation. $10 for steak, $7 for chicken per 

person, payable at the door. 

 In that same sermon, Alan Sherouse shared this story which he had heard Rev. Fred Craddock told regarding himself 

at age six and his eighty-year-old neighbor, Mr. Will. 

 “When he was a boy Fred lived on a farm, where he had an older neighbor who befriended him. The 6-year-old boy 

asked the 80-something yr. old man, “Mr. Will, have you ever been in a church?” 

 “In a church? All the time I’m in a church.” 

 “I mean do you go to church?” 

 “I go every Sunday.” 

 “Really,” Fred asked. “What’s it like?” 

 “You wouldn’t believe what it’s like. When I walk up to that golden door and touch that silver handle and open the 

door, well a hundred voices say ‘Welcome, Will!’ I go in, and there must be 500 in the choir. And the ceiling of that building is 

blue like the ceiling of heaven, with stars sprinkled throughout. And everyone is singing, including the angels. It is absolutely 

unbelievable. Do I go to church? Of course I go to church!” 

 Fred said he went to Will’s church once. Turns out it seated about 60 – an unpainted board frame building sitting up on 

fieldstone at the four corners, with a deep sag in the middle. It had some hand-widdled and thrown-together furniture. It was 

just a handful of people fanning with the funeral home fans. 

 “Where in the world did Will get that?” he wondered. “Was he pulling my leg? This is a big question, and look at it, a 

little frame building about to fall down.” Fred says he didn’t realize until much later that Will could see what he couldn’t see – 

that sometimes God disguises the good stuff. And you have to adjust you’re eyes and set down your expectations to see it. 

 He learned that a few years later, when his dear old friend, Will, passed away. And so young Fred and his family at-

tended the funeral in that little no-account church God had disguised. But then the service started. The choir got to singing 

and to swaying. The congregation joined in and all of a sudden, somewhere in the midst of the singing and the swaying and 

the praising, Fred looked up. “And do you know? The ceiling was blue. And the stars were shining all about. And ministries of 

angels sang Will to his rest.” 

 In church, we get to embody this sense of wonder and faith in the one who can do exceedingly, abundantly more than 

we could ever ask, imagine or expect. 

 At Centenary UMC, we all have a faith, belief, and knowledge of God.  God gifts the sight of our hearts.  Our perspec-

tive of the world is shaped by our seeing as God sees.  I hear people expressing perspectives on the church, community, and 

the world.  When I see Centenary UMC, I see a faithful congregation, who does small things with great love, who are willing to 

open their hearts, minds, and hands in service to all the world, especially the hungry and homeless.  I see hope for the willing-

ness to do challenging things to make disciples for Jesus Christ in the world, even if it means giving up control of personal 

preference and tradition.  I see Christ’s love saturating the relationships and deepening faiths. 

 What do you see at Centenary UMC?  What is your perspective? 

 Let us be in prayer, that in the Unity of Jesus Christ, we may see and be the Covenant Community of Committed 

Christians in His Name. 

 Open the Eyes of our Heart Lord, we want to see you. 

 Please know my door is always open. 

 Kelley 



  

Centenary Starlight Book Club 

The Starlight Book Club will meet 

Thursday, October 24 at 6:30 PM at 

Lucky 32 to discuss  Greensboro’s – One 

City, One Book – Born A Crime – Trevor 

Noah 
About Born A Crime: 

Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apart-

heid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with 

a criminal act: his birth. Trevor was born to a white Swiss 

father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a un-

ion was punishable by five years in prison. Living proof of his 

parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the 

earliest years of his life, bound by the extreme and often 

absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a gov-

ernment that could, at any moment, steal him away. Finally 

liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, 

Trevor and his mother set forth on a grand adventure, living 

openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a 

centuries-long struggle. 

 Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy 

who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find 

himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It 

is also the story of that young man’s relationship with his 

fearless, rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his 

teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the 

cycle of poverty, violence, and abuse that would ultimately 

threaten her own life. 

 The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, dra-

matic, and deeply affecting. Whether subsisting on caterpil-

lars for dinner during hard times, being thrown from a mov-

ing car during an attempted kidnapping, or just trying to 

survive the life-and-death pitfalls of dating in high school, 

Trevor illuminates his curious world with an incisive wit and 

unflinching honesty. His stories weave together to form a 

moving and searingly funny portrait of a boy making his way 

through a damaged world in a dangerous time, armed only 

with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s unconventional, 

unconditional love. 

 Centenary UMC has several extra copies of Born a 

Crime, borrowed from the library, if you would like to join us 

at book club this month. Please call the church office. 

November 14  -  Lost Roses by Martha Hall Kelly 

January 16, 2020   The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek 

by Kim Michele Richardson  

Friendship Club 

Friendship Club will meet Tuesday, October 8 at Noon. Call 

the church office to make your reservation 336-299-9643. 

Lunch is $8 and payable at the door. Checks made payable 

to Friendship Club. 

October — Storyteller Sylvia Eaglon from High Point  

November — James Shields is coming to talk to us about the 

Underground Railroad of Guilford College           

December—We will enjoy the music of the season. 

January—Vivian Kent, a registered nurse with the Geriatric 

Adult Mental Health Team (GAST) of Senior Resources of 

Guilford will be speaking about aging forgetfulness vs Alz-

heimer’s Disease and Dementia. 

October Meetings & Events 

UMM Dinner—October 4 at 6:30 PM 

Women’s Only 5k Water Station—October 5 at 9:15 AM 

CROP Hunger Walk—October 6 at 2:30 PM (GSO Coliseum) 

Rise Against Hunger—October 6 at 4:00 PM (Christ UMC) 

UMW Board Meeting—October 7 at 10:00 AM 

Friendship Club—October 8 at 12:00 PM 

Community Breakfast/Clothes Closet—Oct 12 at 8:00 AM 

Finance Committee—October 13 at 12:00 PM 

Community Concert Series—October 13 at 4:00 PM 

UMW Stanley Fellowship—October 14 at 6:30 PM 

Soup & Bread Luncheon—October 20 at 12:00 PM 

Charge Conference—October 20 at 1:00 PM 

Worship Committee—October 20 following Charge Conf. 

Daiber-Pruitt-Albright Fellowship—Oct. 21 at 10:00 AM 

Book Club—October 24 at 6:30 PM (Lucky 32) 

Network Sharing Event—October 27 at 3:00 PM West Mar-

ket Street UMC 

Community Concert Series—October 27 at 4:00 PM 

Trunk or Treat/UMAR Dinner—October 27 at 5:30 PM 

LIFT Luncheon—October 31 at 11:15 AM 

LIFT Luncheon 

Hanes-Lineberry hosts a wonderful lunch every month in the 

Fellowship Hall for widows & widowers. This bereavement 

group has grown in fellowship with one another and now en-

joy a variety of programming. RSVP to the church office if 

you would like to attend. $12.50 per person. LIFT will meet 

on Thursday, October 31 at 11:15 AM. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2063992.Kim_Michele_Richardson


Mission & Outreach Opportunities 

 Community Breakfast Volunteers are needed to cook, 

set-up, clean-up, and fellowship with our guests on Sat-

urday, October  12 from 8:00-10:00 AM in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Contact Robin Garner at (336) 964-2474  or 

robinsongbird057@yahoo.com  

 Clothing Closet from 8:00-10:00 AM on Saturday, Sep-

tember 14. Help is needed the day of distribution of 

clothing and a few days prior to help organize. Contact  

Adele Singletary for more information at 336-272-3919 

 Greensboro Urban Ministry Please continue to support 

Greensboro Urban Ministry with your donations of non-

perishable food items. Collection bins are located 

throughout the church. 

 Support Community Breakfasts or UMAR Dinners 

Your contributions are always greatly appreciated!! 

Sunday, October 6, Centenary UMC members and friends 

will join with hundreds of others for the annual CROP Hun-

ger Walk. The walk begins at the Greensboro Coliseum  at 

2:30 PM. Twenty-five percent of the funds raised goes to 

Potter’s House Community Kitchen at Greensboro Urban 

Ministry, with the other 75% going to Church World Service 

to meet human needs and foster self-reliance in countries 

world-wide. Sponsor the Centenary UMC Team or individual 

walker by making a donation online 

www.crophungerwalk.org/GreensboroNC/CentenaryUMC 

or by writing a check. Make checks payable to 

“Greensboro CROP Walk” and give it to the individual you 

want to sponsor, drop it in the Secure Correspondence box 

by the church office, or mail it to Centenary UMC, 2300 W. 

Friendly Ave., Greensboro, NC 27403. 

The Pumpkin Patch 

The pumpkins arrive at 9:00 AM on Saturday, October 12!  This fundraiser will support the Boy Scouts and Centenary UMC. 

Please spread the word and tell your friends and neighbors. Pumpkins and gourds of all shapes, sizes and colors are available. 

If you would like to volunteer to sell pumpkins or read stories to visitors, contact Alex Hurin at 

336-457-0130. The Pumpkin Patch runs October 12-31, 2019 

 Hours of Operation: 8:00 AM—8:00 PM Monday-Saturday    

    12:00—8:00 PM Sunday 

Breast Cancer Walk Hospitality and Cheering Station 

at Centenary UMC on Saturday, October 5, 2019 

We here at Centenary UMC have a unique opportunity. We 

are the only restroom/water break for the Greensboro 

Women’s Only 5K walk and run.  We partner with the Boy 

Scouts to offer cheers of support for the participants as well 

as offer our facility as a bathroom break. Please support the 

members of our church that are participating in the event 

and encourage others as well. Be here by 9:15 AM in our 

back-parking area if you can cheer the runners and walkers 

along.  

Centenary UMC will be joining 

Christ UMC and Alamance Presby-

terian on Sunday, October 6 with 

a goal of packaging 45,000 dried 

meals to send to orphanages and schools in Kenya, Haiti, 

Nicaragua, or other places where children are hungry. Join 

us in the Christ UMC gym (410 N. Holden Rd) for sessions 

from 4:00-6:15 PM and 6:00-8:15 PM. Sign-up in the Nar-

thex this Sunday or online at http://

events.riseagainsthunger.org/HHH/Centenary. Your dona-

tion helps to pay for the meals that we will be packaging. 

Make checks payable to “Centenary UMC” with RAH in 

the memo line. The assembly line method works well for 

this event. Some volunteers will be standing, while others 

are sitting. This is a fun, hands-on way to fight hunger!  

Rise Against Hunger is an international hunger relief organi-

zation that distributes food and life changing aid to the 

world’s most vulnerable, mobilizing the necessary resources 

to end hunger by 2030. 



United Methodist Women 

The Centenary UMW Board meeting will be held on Monday, 

October 7 at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room 

The UMW have two Fellowships that all Centenary women are 

invited to join! 

Stanley Fellowship—will meet on Monday, October  14 at 6:30 

PM in the Parlor. They meet the 2nd Monday of each month 

(Sept-May). 

Daiber-Pruitt-Albright Fellowship—will meet Monday, Octo-

ber  21 at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. They meet the 3rd 

Monday of each month (Sept-May). 

Any questions? Call Debra Schlueter at 336-707-4213 or email 

aikdeb30@gmail.com. 

The UMW Pecan Sale will be held in November. Pecan halves, 

pieces, and chocolate covered are just a few of the varieties 

offered. You may pre-order in October with Debra Schlueter at 

336-707-4213. 

October Birthdays 
1st Sheridian (Shimer) Wacker and Carol 
 Faulkner 

3rd Adele Singletary, Megan Northcote, and 
 Emily Williams 

4th Kathy Mullins and Edna Johnson 

8th Hazel Raper 

10th Maureen Esterline 

11th Cecil Overbey 

12th Reagan Walcot and Richard Liles 

13th Pat Rothrock 

18th Eric Phillips 

21st Nathan Oliver 

22nd Ann Hennings 

23rd Christopher Mullins and Margaret Miller 

Charge Conference 

On Sunday, October 20, 2019 at approximately 1:00 PM in 

the Fellowship Hall, Centenary UMC will hold its Charge 

Conference. 

“Members of the charge conference shall be persons of 

genuine Christian character who love the Church, are mor-

ally disciplined, are committed to the mandate of inclu-

siveness in the life of the Church, are loyal to the ethical 

standards of The United Methodist Church set forth in the 

Social Principles, and are competent to administer its 

affairs. It shall include youth members chosen according 

to the same standards as adults. All shall be professing 

members of the local church, except where central confer-

ence legislation provides otherwise. The pastor shall be 

the administrative officer, and as such shall be an ex officio 

member of all conferences, boards, councils, commis-

sions, committees, and task forces, unless restricted by 

the Discipline.” (pg. 173 Book of Discipline of the United 

Methodist Church 2016) 

Habitat for Humanity Recognition 
On Sunday, October 13, George and Estelle Cranford and Cen-

tenary United Methodist Church will be recognized by Habitat 

for Humanity for their dedication to the Mother’s Day Plant 

Sale. Over the past 29 years the sale has raised over $130,000 

for Habitat Greensboro!  

Seeds of Change 
On September 23-24, Rev. Kelley Groce, Harold Billings, and 

Betty Durham joined other churches from across the Confer-

ence to learn innovative ways to make the church property be-

come more of an asset to ministry, how to better connect with 

the surrounding community, and how to utilize the church prop-

erty to improve the financial health of the church.  Seeds of 

Change has been a conduit to transformation and new life for 

many churches. 

Soup & Bread Lunch 
The congregation is invited to 
attend our Soup & Bread 
Lunch on Sunday, October 20 
immediately following the 
11:00 AM service of worship. 
Please let the church know if 
you can bring a crock pot of 
soup to share. 



Speaker—Renee Hayes 

Speaker—Sandra Johnson 

Attendees—Margaret Turnage 

and Caryn Hull 
Attendees— Peggy Harris and Barbara Wolfe 

The Women’s Mission 

Awareness Retreat was held 

on September  7 at Centenary 

UMC. The topic was “Sex 

Trafficking and the Impact on 

our Community.”  The wom-

en learned not only the facts 

and figures  about slavery in 

our community, but also 

what they can do to fight hu-

man trafficking. 



Sunday Morning Worship  
9:00 AM  Modern Worship Service 
10:00 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship Service 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 Bible Study 10 

AM & 6:30 PM 

 

ACES/GCS 9 AM 

2 
 

3 
DA 7:30 PM 

 

4 
Al-Anon 8 PM 

5 
Water Station for 

Women’s Only 5k 

Run 9:15 AM 

6 CROP Hunger 

Walk 2:30 PM 

Rise Against Hun-

ger at Christ UMC 

4:00 PM & 6 PM 

7 
UMW Board Mtg 
10 AM 
 
Compassionate 
Friends 7 PM 

8 No Bible Study  

Friendship Club 

12 Noon 

AA 8 PM 

9  
 

10  
DA 7:30 PM 

11TCS Teacher 

Workday 

Piedmont Doll 

Club 7 PM 

Al-Anon 8 PM 

12  
8-10 AM 
Community 
Breakfast & 
Clothes Closet 
 
Pumpkins Arrive 
9 AM 

13 Finance    

Committee 12 PM 

Concert 4 PM 

14 
UMW Fellowship 

6:30 PM 

15 Bible Study 

10 AM & 6:30 

PM 

Bells Practice 7:45 

AA 8 PM 

16  NC DOT 

Public Open 

House 4 PM  

Choir Practice 

6:30 PM 

17 
ACES/GCS 8 AM 

DA 7:30 PM 

18 

Al-Anon 8 PM 

19 
 

20 Soup & 

Bread Lunch @ 12 

PM 

Charge Conf  @ 1  

Worship  Mtg 1:30 

PM 

Concert 4 PM 

21 
UMW Fellowship 

10 AM 

22 
Bible Study 10 

AM & 6:30 PM 

Bells Practice 7:45  

AA 8 PM 

23   

Choir Practice 

6:30 PM 

24 
Book Club 6:30  

DA 7:30 PM 

25 
Al-Anon 8 PM 

26 
Brunswick Stew 

Pickup 2-5:30 PM 

27 Network Shar-

ing 3 PM WMUMC 

Concert 4 PM 

Trunk or Treat/
UMAR 5:30 PM 

28 
 

29 
Bible Study 10 

AM & 6:30 PM 

Bells Practice 7:45  

AA 8 PM 

30 
Choir Practice 

6:30 PM 

31 
LIFT Lunch 11:30 

AM 

DA 7:30 PM 

  

OCTOBER 2019 
AA– Alcoholics Anonymous 

DA—Debtors Anonymous 

Al-Anon—Support for family & friends of AA 

Compassionate Friends—Supporting families 

after a child dies 

LIFT Luncheon—fellowship for individuals who 

have lost a spouse 

TCS—The Covenant School 

ACES—Guilford County Schools 

5:30 PM on Sunday, October 27 



Gifts for the Budget: August 29-
September 24 
In Memory of Tom Hutchison: 
Polly Bowman 
Mark & Debra Schlueter 
 
In Memory of Wilma Kay Johnson 
Mark & Debra Schlueter 
 
In Memory of Jane Swindell (Larry Swindell’s sister) 
Mark & Debra Schlueter 
 
In Memory of Gwynn Lackey (Mike Crabtree’s sister) 
Mark & Debra Schlueter 
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Our Mission: 

To experience God’s life changing love and take God’s love 

into the world. 

Our Vision: 

To be a church where everyone is involved in ministry. 

Financial Update 

        Year-to-Date Giving/Expenses—Ending 8/31/2019 

        Revenues   $223,127.50  

        Expenses   $253,003.87  

        (Loss) for 8 months  ($29,876.37 ) 

        Unrestricted cash available for operations:   $139,243 

Project AGAPE Good News!   
We have an extension on preparing our Project AGAPE Shoe-

boxes. We still need: Sterilite plastic shoeboxes with lids, baby 

blankets, sippy cups for infants, baby rattles, and teething 

rings.  Ages 3-18 we need an assortment of knit caps and mit-

tens or gloves, socks, and underwear for both genders. Please 

bring items to the church office by Thursday, October 10. 
Thank You 

To all at Centenary United Methodist Church, 

Thank you for making a hard time easier!!! 

Thank you to everyone at the church! Your help in the mat-

ters of my inability to keep my most important bills paid, my 

rent, has touched me. Keep me in your prayer and my family 

and all these in some certain need that God supplies all this 

for his purpose and glory! God Bless You All!  

Godspeed, 

James Knight 

Trunk or Treat 

Decorate your car trunk, have candy on 

hand, and join our UMAR friends and the 

community in the church parking lot on 

Sunday, October 27 at 5:30 PM for Trunk or Treat! Hot dog din-

ner provided by the Church and Boy Scouts. 

mailto:Lisa@CentenaryUMCGreensboro.org
https://www.CentenaryUMCGreensboro.org/

